HONORING HARVEY FELDMAN

AND A LEGACY OF GIVING

The Minnesota Recreation and Parks Foundation
(MRPF) was honored to present the 2023 Ed
Brandeen Cornerstone Award posthumously to
Harvey Feldman, a true champion of parks and
recreation. Through his lifelong dedication to the
profession, Harvey left an indelible mark on the
field and inspired countless individuals to follow in
his footsteps.

Thanks to the generosity of people from across the
country, and with a particularly generous matching
donation from Ken and Jan Vraa, we were able

to establish a scholarship in Harvey’s name. This
scholarship will support the next generation of
parks and recreation professionals, ensuring that
Harvey's legacy continues to shape the future of
our industry.

At the awards ceremony, Harvey’s son, Brett
Feldman, delivered an eloquent and heartfelt
speech about his father’s impact. He reminded

us all of the importance of standing in our own
legacies, always looking ahead to support those
who will come after us. His words were a powerful
call to action for us to continue investing in the
growth and success of our profession.

We also extend our deepest gratitude to Libby
Odden for her incredible $5,000 donation in honor
of her late husband, Howie Odden. Howie, a past
MRPA president and Parks and Recreation Director,
was a leader whose passion for recreation made

a lasting impact on our community. This generous
contribution ensures that his commitment to

parks and recreation continues to benefit future
professionals.

None of this would be possible without the
unwavering support of our members and
contributors. Thanks to your generosity, we

had a record-setting day for Give to the Max

in November. Your contributions allow us to
provide scholarships, professional development
opportunities, and resources that strengthen our
field.

As we move forward, we ask you to continue
thinking of the Foundation when deciding where
to direct your charitable giving. Every dollar
invested in MRPF helps shape the future of parks
and recreation in Minnesota. Thank you for your
dedication, your generosity, and your belief in the
power of parks and recreation to transform lives.





